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Delete Section 107.13 - Responsibility For Damage Claims on Page 1- 58 and 1- 59 of the Rhode 
Island Standard Specifications, for Road and Bridge Construction, 1997 Edition, in it’s entirety and 
replace with the following: 
 
 
107.13  RESPONSIBILITY FOR DAMAGE CLAIMS. 
 
 
a.  Indemnification.   The Contractor shall defend, indemnify and hold harmless the State, the 
Department, its officers and employees, from any and all suits, actions, claims, losses, expenses, 
damages and any and all other liabilities of any character  resulting in any injuries or damage to any 
person, entities, or property arising out of (or which may be claimed to arise out of) any act and/or 
omission of the Contractor or its subcontractors, in performance of work covered by the Contract, 
and/or in consequence of any neglect in safeguarding the work; and/or through use of unacceptable 
materials in constructing the work; and/or because of any neglect, or misconduct of the Contractor; 
and/or because of any claims or amounts recovered from any infringements of patent, trademark, or 
copyright; and/or from any claims or amounts arising out of or recovered under the Workers' 
Compensation Act, or any other law, ordinance, order, or decree.  The State may retain for its 
exclusive use, without recourse by the Contractor or anyone claiming under the Contractor, any and 
all amounts due the Contractor as provided under the Contract Documents to assure the Contractor's 
compliance with this Section.  In the event no money is due or the retained sums are insufficient to 
fully indemnify the State hereunder, the Surety may be held liable with the Contractor until this 
Section is complied with in full.  The Contractor shall provide written confirmation satisfactory to 
the Department that all such actions have been properly addressed prior to final payment under 
Subsection 109.09.  Notwithstanding the foregoing, nothing herein contained shall be deemed to 
constitute a waiver of the sovereign immunity of the State, which immunity is hereby reserved by 
the State. 
         
 
b.  Liability Insurance.  The Contractor shall procure and maintain at the Contractor's own expense, 
until final acceptance of Contract, insurance coverage for damages assumed by Contract or imposed 
by law, of the kinds and in the amounts specified, with insurance companies authorized to do 
business in the State.  The insurance shall cover all operations performed under the Contract, 
whether by the Contractor or by subcontractors.  Before commencing the work, the Contractor shall 
furnish certificates of insurance in the form satisfactory to the Department certifying that the policies 
will not be changed or canceled until  30-days written notice has been given to the Department.  The 
 types and limits of insurance are as follows: 
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1. Workers' Compensation Insurance.  Coverage shall be in accordance with prevailing 
laws. 

 
 

2. Liability and Property Damage Insurance.  Each policy shall 
name the Department as an additional insured and shall 
include a provision requiring the insurer to investigate 
and defend the Department against any and all claims for 
death, bodily injury or property damage, even if 
groundless.  Coverages shall be in the following amounts: 

         
(a)  Bodily injury liability: 

         
$   500,000 each person. 
$1,000,000 each occurrence 

         
(b)  Property damage liability: 

        
$   500,000 each occurrence 
$1,000,000 aggregate 

 
 
c.  Insurance Covering Special Hazards.  Special hazards shall be 
covered by either riders to the liability and/or property damage 
policy or policies hereinabove specified, or by separate policies 
of insurance as follows: 
         

1. Property Damage Liability arising out of the collapse of or 
structural injury to any building or structure due to: 

         
(a)excavation (including borrowing, filling, or backfilling in 

connection therewith), tunneling, pile driving, cofferdam 
work or caisson work; or 

         
(b)moving, shoring, underpinning, raising or demolition of any 

building or structure, or removal or rebuilding of any 
structural support thereof. 

 
2. Property Damage Liability for injury to or destruction of 

property arising, directly or indirectly from blasting or 
explosions however caused, other than explosions of air or 
steam vessels, piping under pressure, prime movers, 
machinery or power transmitting equipment. 


